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PROCEDURE FOR HANDLING INCIDENTAL CATCH OF PALLID STURGEON

I. Introduction

Due to their endangered status, extra care is required in handling pallid sturgeon.  There is
a possibility that incidental catches of pallid sturgeon may be made in during the
sampling.  If this occurs, the following procedures will be used to document the catch.

 Each member of the MO River Benthic Fish Study Consortium is responsible for
obtaining collection permits and any other applicable endangered species permits.

II. Methods for handling

Pallid sturgeon are relatively docile.  Cradle large fish with your arms and hands.  Try to
avoid grasping large sturgeon by the caudle peduncle, snout, mouth, or gills.  While
collecting data, they should be kept moist and should not be held out of the water for
more than 2 minutes without irrigating the gills. 

III. Data Collection

Collect all data possible and record on the Sturgeon Data Sheet (Attachment 1). 
Complete as much of the data sheet as possible.  If tags are not present or are
unidentifiable, comment on any distinguishing features or marks on the fish.  

IV. Collection of Deceased Pallid Sturgeon

Deceased adult pallid sturgeon(s) should be left fully intact, double bagged,  labeled and
frozen immediately to prevent decomposition.  Legal chain-of-custody documentation
(SOP# 7.2) should be maintained for each specimen to facilitate contaminant analysis
reporting.  Deaths should be reported immediately to Mark Dryer by phone and in writing
[(701) 250-4419, U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service, 1500 Capitol Ave., Bismarck, ND
58501] describing all the circumstances relating to the death of the fish.

All capture documentation, data sheets and sturgeon should be mailed to Mark Dryer (as
per Mark’s instructions) as soon after the capture date as possible.  Make copies of
Sturgeon Data Sheet and Chain of Custody papers.   Mail the originals along with the
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sturgeon.  Retain copies of data sheet and chain of custody papers.
  

V. References:

Dryer, Mark. 2/96.  Protocol on Collecting, Tagging, Holding, Transporting, and Data
Recording for Researchers and Managers Handling Pallid Sturgeon.  USFWS, 1500
Capitol Ave., Bismarck, ND 58501.  (701) 250-4419.
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